My War Memories, 1914-1918
General von Mackensen began operations without delay on the nth of November. We could only acquiesce in this. The Russians were taken completely by surprise, but even in the early days of our advance there was very heavy fighting, extremely expensive to both sides, near Wloclawec, Kutno and Dombe. The enemy were thrown back everywhere.
While the main body of the gth Army pushed forward unceasingly to the Lodz-Kiliuszki Station line, General von Morgen covered their flank north of Lowicz with the ist R.C. He was sorely pressed. At first he had to rely for protection on his own vigorous attacks, and then he had to meet an attack from a Russian Corps which had crossed from Novo Georgievsk to the left bank of the Vistula. Under the influence of the Mlawa situation this movement proceeded but slowly.
The centre of the gth Army, von Richthofen's Cav. Corps, the 3rd Guard Div. and the 25th Reserve Corps finally broke the resistance offered them. It now crossed the Lowicz-Lodz line, and pushed far to the south past Brsheshiny, their attention fixed on the south and west, striving after a great success. An order from the gth Army, of which I also knew, to secure its flank at Skierniwice did not reach them. Army Headquarters was not far enough forward.
The aoth, i7th and gth A.C., which were very huddled up, met a strong hostile force north of Lodz on the I7th, and engaged it. Frommers Cav. Corps and the Posen Corps advanced but slowly on the east bank of the Warta.
An intercepted wireless revealed to us that the Russians thought of retreating from Lodz. Our satisfaction was great. But the strong will of the Grand Duke held his forces where they were, as we learnt from a further wireless. We suffered a severe disappointment.
The Russian troops on the right bank of the Vistula, with the exception of certain units which were to remain near Mlawa, were ordered to cross the Vistula. It was a good thing that this operation was effected somewhat slowly; otherwise General von Morgen's position would have been made still more difficult.
The defeated Russian forces retreating through Skierniewice
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